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of Baghdad, who asked him to what sect he belong-
ed.    Nanak replied,
*I have appeared in this age to indicate the way unto
men. I reject ail sects and only know one God, whom I
recognize in the earth, the heavens and in all directions.'
The high priest was enraged at what he deemed
heresy and would have laid hands on 'the very im-
pious fakir.1 Nanak however managed to escape
and returned to India through the Persian Gulf.
After a short stay in Multan, he and Mardana
settled at Kartarpur.
There the faithful Mardana fell ill and died. He
had been a Musulman, so the question arose as to
the disposal of his body. Nanak held that as
Mardana had become a Sikh (or one divinely
learned) and knew God, he had become the equal of
a Brahman ; thus on Mardana's death his body was
consigned to the River Ravi.
On the death of his old henchman, Nanak appoint-
ed his son Shahzada to act as minstrel in his father's
place ; but the shock of Mardana's death proved too
much for Nanak. He did not long survive his friend
and disciple. Among the more intimate associates
of his later years was one Lahina, a converted priest
of Durga. To him Nanak. on feeling his end come
near, gave his spiritual succession, naming him
Angad or 'Produced from my body'. He passed
over his two sons, who had rebelled against him
and placed the umbrella of spiritual sovereignty over
the head of Angad and bowed down before him.
Before Nanak1 s death a quarrel arose between his
Hindu and Musulman followers (for he had attracted
numerous disciples from Islam) as to the disposal of